
‘Love is all truth, lust full of forged lies’

With an impressive body of work including Sherlock, 51st State, Mr Selfridge,
Silent Witness, The Bill, and Dracula, leading theatre, television and film actor
Christopher Hunter makes his Edinburgh Fringe debut this year, in his new solo
interpretation of Shakespeare’s Venus and Adonis.

In this extraordinary dramatisation, Christopher Hunter brings a young William
Shakespeare’s little-known but highly successful first published poem, Venus
and Adonis, to life.

Christopher Hunter re-imagines Shakespeare’s powerful narrative of the complex
two-sided nature of illicit attraction, desire, love, rejection, death, and the
consequent disappearance of beauty from the world. Audiences will quickly
discover that this comic, tragic and at times erotic work, written in 1593, could
have been written for today’s audiences.

When examined through the twenty-first century prism, Venus and Adonis
becomes the story of an innocent young boy who walks out of his front door one
morning, is sexually assaulted by an older woman, and never returns home.

Christopher Hunter became intrigued by the psychology of the characters in
Shakespeare’s poem, and the possibility of turning it into a play. He said: ‘During
this process, something darker and more disturbing began to emerge from the
soft-focus of Elizabethan erotica, the beauty of Venus and Adonis lies not only in
the gripping story but also in the youthful vibrancy of its language which makes
it incredibly easy for a modern audience to access and appreciate’.

Media kit available at: http://bit.ly/2qJkh3h
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ten word blurb

twenty word blurb

fringe programme 40-word blurb

‘Woman seduces virgin boy!’ Elizabethan erotica… or what really happens
when you say no to a goddess? This darkly gripping poem – Shakespeare’s
bestseller and first published work – vividly recreated in a new solo staging.
www.TheNoontideSun.com
fringe web blurb

‘Sexually Experienced Woman Seduces Beautiful Virgin Boy’ Written during
the plague outbreak of 1592 that shut London’s theatres, Venus and Adonis
was Shakespeare’s first published work, and an instant bestseller. The vivid
language and youthful vibrancy of the poetry make it an exhilarating ride.
But the eroticism of the pounding narrative conceals dark and disturbing
themes about love, desire and sexual power. Christopher Hunter re-imagines
Shakespeare’s narrative poem as a one-man play exploring what lies behind
a tale of rejected lust played out against the highest stakes.
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Listings Information
Venue               C primo, Lodge Nº 1, Hill Street, EH2 3JP, venue 41
Dates               2-28 Aug (not 14)
Time 15:15 (1h00)
Ticket prices £9.50-£11.50 / concessions £7.50-£9.50 / under 18s £5.50-£7.50
C venues box office 0845 260 1234 / www.CtheFestival.com/2017/venus-and-adonis
Fringe box office 0131 226 0000 / www.edfringe.com

For further information, images and interview availability please contact Christopher Hunter
at Noontide Sun on 07941 698261 / onecjh@hotmail.com
or the C venues press office on 0845 260 1060 / press@cvenues.com


